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siderable importance. This country also has some reserves of phos-
phorite and Lithuania possesses small deposits of amber.

INDUSTRY

Prior to the World War, the principal ports of the Baltic States
contained industries of considerable importance designed to supply
the Russian market. They were stimulated by cheap freight rates on
coal, iron ore, and other raw materials which were carried instead of
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ballast by ships calling for Russian exports. Some of these industries
were destroyed during the war, and those which remained declined
in importance, due to the reduction in trade and the elimination of
most of the Russian markets. A few textile, metallurgical and specialty
industries remain, but their importance is slight. Most of the present
industrial activity is concerned with the preparation of foodstuffs and
the manufacture of wood pulp, paper, matches and other wood
products.

COMMERCE

As might be expected from their resources and activities, the Baltic
States export chiefly agricultural and timber products. Manufactured
goods make up the greater part of their imports, although some foods